SAX-7 and menorin light the path for dendrite morphogenesis.
Environmental and cellular cues pattern dendritic growth and direct dendrites to their targets. However, little is known about the signals regulating interactions with the surrounding substrate. Dong et al. and Salzberg et al. now identify a tripartite ligand-receptor complex that conveys cues from the substrate necessary for the patterning of complex dendrites in C. elegans.